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WILD-CAT STRIKES IN LIMBOURG-CAMPINE COAL FIELDS, WHICH 
BEGAN JANUARY 7 AND WHICH WERE INSTIGATED BY SEVERAL RADICAL 
WORKER AND YOUTH GROUPS, GENERATED NO SIGNIFICANT 
SYMPATHY ACTIONS. THEY LEFT CHRISTIAN MINEW ORKERS 
PRESIDENT JEF OOMS AND BELGIUM'S ESTABLISHED TRADE 
UNION LEADERS WITH MORE VISIBLE AUTHORITY OVER THEIR 
ORGANIZATIONS THAN THEY HAVE ENJOYED SINCE RADICAL 
GROUPS FIRST SERIOUSLY CHALLENGED THEIR LEADERSHIP 
DURING THE YEAR-LONG PERIOD OF LABOR UNREST FOLLOWING 
THE COAL FIELD STRIKES OF 1970. TO THE STRIKE 
LEADER'S CHAGRIN, NEITHER THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BRUSSE 00273 161742Z 

EXAMPLE OF BRITISH MINERS NOR THE ENERGY CRISIS PROVED 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



SUFFICIENT TO RAISE MINEWORKERS’ HOPES THAT THEY COULD OVERTURN 
ANEW 

CONTRACT WHICH, WITH A 7.3 PERCENT WAGE HIKE PLUS 
COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT, WAS ALMOST IDENTICAL TO 
THAT OF EACH OF THE PAST THREE YEARS. 

LABOR MINISTER ERNEST GLINNE, WHO UNTIL RECENTLY 

WAS HIMSELFT COUNTED AMONG TH MORE MILITANT SOCIALISTS, 

MADE A FLAT STATEMENT TO THE EFFECT THAT 
INCREASED ENERGY PRICES WOULD NOT ENABLE BELGIUM'S 
INEFFICIENT MINES TO ABSORB THE 15 PERCENT HIKE THE 
STRIKERS DEMANDED. THIS STATEMENT DID MUCH TO PUNCTURE THE 
RADICALS' PRETENSIONS AND REDUCE THEM TO INTERNAL SQUABBLING. 
THE STRIKE ENDED JANUARY 12 WITH A "MASS" DEMONSTRATION 
THAT ATTRACTED ONLY 300 PARTICIPANTS, NEARLY ALL STUDENTS. 
STRAUSZ-HUPE 
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